
SBEAP: Common Questions

Will my business be affected
by the new air regulations?

Several factors, including loca-
tion, type(s) and amount(s) of
emissions, and type of business
determine whether or not you’re
regulated.

The Clean Air Act Amendments
of 1990 regulate emissions for 189
hazardous air pollutants (HAP),
ozone depleting substances (e.g.,
CFCs), sulfur and nitrogen oxides,
small particles (diameter of 10
microns or less), and volatile organ-
ic compounds (VOC). Air permits
are based on the facility’s potential
emissions.

A major source of air pollution is
one that has potential emissions of
100 or more tons per year of SOX,
NOX, PM10, or VOC, or 10 or tons
or more per year of any single HAP
or 25 tons or more per year of any
combination of HAP.

Additionally, 174 industrial cate-
gories such as dry cleaners, chromi-
um electroplaters, and degreasers
are regulated under separate guide-
lines (National Emissions Standards
for Hazardous Air Pollutants or
NESHAP).

These specific industries and
processes are regulated separately

because they pose significant public
health hazards. Since metropolitan
Kansas City had poor air quality in
the past, Johnson and Wyandotte
Counties have stricter air regulations
than the rest of the state. Kansas
City, Missouri has regulations simi-
lar to the Kansas counties.

If you’re currently unregulated,
and not subject to a NESHAP, calcu-
late your total emissions to see
whether or not regulations affect
you. Contact SBEAP for specific
information on your operation.

A summary of the Clean Air Act
Amendments and federal require-
ments, including lists of regulated
materials and industries is available
from SBEAP.

What is potential-to-emit?
The federal definition of poten-

tial-to-emit (PTE) is: “The maxi-
mum capacity of a stationary source
to emit a pollutant under its physical
and operational design....”

Since permits are based on your
facility’s potential emissions, they
must be calculated in addition to
your actual emissions.

Key assumptions that must be
used when calculating PTE are:

■ Each process is operated at 100
percent of capacity.

■ The material you use that emits
the most pollutants, is used 100
percent of the time.

■ All of the equipment is operated
24 hours a day, 365 days a year
(8,760 hours a year).

■ No pollution control equipment
is used.

If potential emissions are above
the major source thresholds, you
will need some type of air permit.
Contact SBEAP for assistance in
calculating PTE.

How do I calculate
emissions?

For solvent evaporative sources
(users of paints or solvents), emis-
sions equal the amount of VOC or
HAP used in the process (the
amount purchased minus the amount
recycled, hauled away, or still in
inventory).

You can find the amount of VOC
or HAP in your materials from the
material safety data sheets (MSDS).
If you need to calculate emissions
from a boiler or other source, call
SBEAP at 800-578-8898.

I’m considering changing
my painting operations
because of regulations.
What’s the best alternative?

Alternatives to conventional spray
painting include high-volume low-
pressure (HVLP) equipment, electro-
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static systems, powder coat systems,
and alternate paint formulations.

The best alternative for your oper-
ation depends on the application,
type and number of parts being
painted, and capital available, as
well as other factors.

SBEAP has several related docu-
ments available such as a self-audit
checklist, descriptions of painting
technologies, and a list of equipment
and paint vendors. SBEAP special-
ists can answer individual questions
by phone or come and visit your
company to help identify opportuni-
ties for preventing pollution.

We put our used paint fil-
ters in the dumpster. Is
that OK?

It depends on the paint. In order
to go to a sanitary landfill, dried fil-
ters (or empty cans) must pass the
toxic characteristic leaching proce-
dure (TCLP) test.

This assures that there is nothing
in the paint that will escape the land-
fill and get into ground water.

In some cases, your vendor can
tell you whether or not your paint
will pass the TCLP, based on the
constituents of the product. It’s

important to segregate wastes that
will and will not pass TCLP.

Make sure that the filters are com-
pletely dry before putting them in
the dumpster. Spontaneous combus-
tion commonly occurs when paint
filters are surrounded by trash in a
dumpster. For further information,
contact SBEAP.

What can we do with used
oil and antifreeze?

Used oil can be taken by oil col-
lecters who recycle it for energy or
material recovery.

Such oil is not subject to hazardous
waste regulations. Contact SBEAP for
a partial list of oil collectors.

Oil generated by a facility or col-
lected from households can be
burned in the facility’s space heater.
However, if facility “A” does not
have an oil burner, they cannot take
their oil to facility “B” and let facili-
ty “B” burn it in their burner. If you
burn used oil in an industrial boiler
or furnace or sell it to someone who
is burning it, you are required to
notify KDHE.

Check with your local publicly
owned treatment works (POTW)
about disposal of antifreeze. Many

can handle small quantities. For larger
facilities, recycling is a viable option.

When do dry cleaners have
to be in compliance with
the NESHAP?

All facilities must have a pollu-
tion prevention (P2) program imple-
mented right now.

The pollution prevention program
covers leak inspection, storing per-
chloroethylene (PCE) in closed con-
tainers, filter drainage, and keeping
machine doors closed.

The compliance date for existing
facilities is September 22, 1996.

Whenever you get a new machine
or control device for an existing
machine, you have essentially
changed your status from existing
source to new source. You must be in
compliance immediately with the
pollution prevention, control, and
monitoring requirements.

When you make a modification
(presumably to meet requirements of
the NESHAP), you must start comply-
ing with all aspects of the NESHAP.

SBEAP has a manual and pam-
phlet available for dry cleaners. Call
913-864-3968 for your copies.


