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What does “Sustainability” look like?



“Overall, sustainability is about 
building healthy, resilient 
communities where everyone has 
access to the resources needed to 
achieve a high quality of life 
without exceeding the capacity of 
our natural ecosystems.”

-Building Sustainable Traditions



Who Are We?

• Department within Campus Operations

• Promote a culture of sustainability at KU

• Oversee waste reduction initiatives

– KU Recycling 

– KU Surplus

• Collaborate with the Energy Office to promote 

conservation behaviors within campus buildings

• Progress and promote the goals of the Sustainability 

Plan, released in 2011.



Vision for a Sustainable KU

“The University of Kansas is committed to fostering 

a culture of sustainability. Our administrative 

leadership and campus-wide collaborative efforts 

empower students, faculty, and staff to make 

decisions that protect our natural ecosystems, 

create economic prosperity, and treat all people 

with equality and respect. Through campus and 

community partnerships, KU strives to integrate 

sustainability into education, research, 

campus operations and public service.”



Campus Sustainability Plan

• Administration Planning & 

Development

• Curriculum & Research

• Student Life

• Energy

• Built Environment

• Campus Grounds

• Procurement

• Waste

• Transportation



Engaged

• Campus and community as a 

living laboratory

• Community-based research

• Visibility of campus sustainability

• Leadership involved in advancing 

sustainability



Adaptive

• Embrace cultural and 

institutional change

• Flexibility in strategic planning

• New modes of teaching

• New measures for success 



Efficient

• Maximize productivity;    

minimize waste

• Responsible resource use

• Collaboration between 

academics and operations



Rock Chalk Recycle





KU Surplus

• All surplus furniture and 

equipment sent to KU 

Surplus

• Free on-campus collection

• Items available at a minimal 

cost, and delivered for a fee

• Online inventory at 

www.surplus.ku.edu

http://www.surplus.ku.edu


KU Surplus: FY 2014 Statistics

• 3,036 items sold

• 5,269 items donated

• 79,592 lbs of scrap recycled

• 427,393 total lbs diverted 

from landfill

• Over $75,000 in revenue

• Over $500,000 in cost 

avoided for departments



Move Out 2015

• 1200 pounds of food

• 11,000 pounds of clothes

• McCollum Hall

• 130 pieces from lounge and 

lobby

• 100 desk sets

• 500 bed sets



Oread Project

• 2-day workshop to 

support faculty integrate 

sustainability into new or 

existing courses

• Maintained network of 

participants is now 37 

faculty across 8 schools 

and 26 departments



Certificate in Sustainability

• Coursework:

– Foundational 
• Ex. Sustainability and Society

– Human Systems
• Ex. Human Adaptation; Social 

Problems and American Values

– Natural Systems 
• Ecology and Global Change; 

Oceanography

• Experiential Learning:

– Research

– Service

• Reflection:
– Describe themes shared among the 

courses

– How did they influence or enhance 

the experience

– Examine goals of the experience 

from the three perspectives of 

sustainability





Prairie Acre Restoration Project



Prairie Acre Restoration Project



Student Rain Garden



Student Rain Garden



West Campus Raingardens





Lot 54



Lot 54



Jayhawk Boulevard



Jeff Severin, Director

Center for Sustainability

jseverin@ku.edu

www.sustainability.ku.edu/plan

https://stars.aashe.org/institutions/

university-of-kansas-ks/report/2012-02-15/

Jayhawk Boulevard

mailto:jseverin@ku.edu
http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/plan


Revolving Green Loan Fund

• $40,000 fund devoted to 

energy conservation projects

• Savings returned to account

• Used mainly for HVAC and 

lighting improvements

• Goal to increase fund to at 

least $500,000



Revolving Green Loan Fund

• Current project replacing 

stock of Incandescent and 

CFL bulbs with LEDs

• Total project cost of $200,000 

over 4 years

• Annual projected energy 

savings of  $88,000

• Annual projected maintenance 

savings of $71,000



Biodiesel Initiative



KU Student Farm



Studio 804



Kim Criner

Education and Outreach Coordinator

Center for Sustainability

kcriner@ku.edu

www.sustainability.ku.edu/plan

www.facebook.com/KUSustainability

http://www.sustainability.ku.edu/plan
http://www.facebook.com/KUSustainability

